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Specifications

Valid as from the academic year 2024-2025

Course size

Course offerings and teaching methods in academic year 2024-2025

A (Year) English peer teaching

lecture

Gent

Lecturers in academic year 2024-2025

Jacobs, Sander lecturer-in-charge
Cliquet, An RE22 co-lecturer

Offered in the following programmes in 2024-2025

Master of Science in Teaching in Science and Technology(main subject Biology) 7 A
Master of Science in Biology 7 A
Exchange Programme in Biology (master's level) 7 A

crdts offering

Credits 7.0

(nominal values; actual values may depend on programme)

Study time  210 h

Teaching languages

English

Keywords

Course title: Human and political ecology II: global perspective
Ecosystem services, synergies and trade-offs, plural values, stakeholders,
stakeholder analysis, environmental conflicts, inter- and intra-generational
sustainability, environmental justice, environmental law, procedural justice, policy,
international and regional assessments and political processes, activism and
positionality of the scientist. 
Remark concerning language: a number of lessons (of some of the guest
lecturers) will be given in Dutch, though slides will always be in English; in case of
participating students that do not speak Dutch, lessons (slides and discussion) will
be given in English.

Position of the course

The global biodiversity crisis calls for urgent transformations. The impact is not only
ecological, but also political, economic and social. The role of (natural) scientists is
being politicized as a result. => Objective: Scientists can provide robust and
legitimate information on the biodiversity crisis and are aware of political aspects in
science communication and science-policy interactions at regional, national and
international levels.
•  Society: Biodiversity crisis has a major social and economic impact, and requires
•  policies that also have a major impact on various social groups. The role of
•  science/scientists is highly politicised. => Objective: Scientists are aware of the
•  challenges of scientific policy work on sustainability.
•  Professional: Biologists are involved in complex discussions about climate policy,
•  biodiversity policy, political and economic instruments, estimating the ecological,
•  political, social and economic impact of policy scenarios, and interacting with
•  political players. => Objective: Scientists are able to support political decisions
•  about open space/nature together with experts from other disciplines, and non-
•  academic local knowledge, and to provide the relevant and robust ecological
•  knowledge for this.
•  Research: Ecological science needs reflective research on the positioning of the
•  field, and of the societal impact of ecology/ecologists, in order to contribute more
•  effectively to sustainability challenges, to better conduct policy-supporting
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•  research, and to complement fundamental ecological research with an applied
•  political branch. => Objective: Scientists critically investigate the interaction
•  between political, economic and social systems and ecosystems.

Contents

Lectures by the lecturer, co-lecturers and guest speakers; plenary debate,
seminars and serious game. Empathizing with different perspectives, experiencing
conflicts and power, insight into political aspects of nature conservation,
sustainability, transformation from a policy, citizen and scientific perspective.
Approx. 15-20 live sessions (10*2 lesson blocks) with topics (among others, and to
be confirmed):
•  IPBES assessments
•  Legal and justice aspects
•  Agriculture & Nature
•  Business & Entrepreneurs
•  Urbanization & Nature
•  Participatory Planning Stakeholders,
•  Governance and policy instruments
•  Transformative change
•  The role of activism in transformative change
•  Positionality of the scientist
Exercise: Essay or Symposium Organization:
1. write a personal essay scientifically substantiating and defending an opinion
related to biodiversity, nature conservation, environmental management,
ecosystem management or ecosystem services (equivalent to a 3-week internship),
OR
2. organizing a symposium in group on the theme of Global Change Ecology with
attention to the social context

Initial competences

General ecological and biological knowledge, specific knowledge on nature
management, biodiversity politics, societal involvement in biodiversity
conservation

Final competences

1  Students are aware of the challenges of scientific policy work on sustainability.
2  Students are able to support political decisions about open space/nature
1  together with experts from other disciplines, and non-academic local knowledge,
1  and to provide the relevant and robust ecological knowledge for this.
3  Students critically investigate the interaction between political, economic and
1  social systems and ecosystems.

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is determined after successful competences assessment

Conditions for exam contract

This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract

Teaching methods

Group work, Seminar, Lecture, Independent work, Peer teaching

Study material

Type: Other

Name: no material required
Indicative price: Free or paid by faculty
Optional: no
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Course content-related study coaching

Interactive support using Ufora, email and lectures, individual contact moments
(appointment necessary)

Assessment moments

end-of-term assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period

Oral assessment, Participation, Peer and/or self assessment, Presentation, Assignment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment

not applicable

Calculation of the examination mark

Participation, presentation /10
essay or symposium /10
total /20

Facilities for Working Students

to be agreed case by case with involved students
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