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Course size

Course offerings and teaching methods in academic year 2024-2025

A (semester 1) English excursion

lecture

Gent

Lecturers in academic year 2024-2025

Bracke, Piet PS04 lecturer-in-charge
Ceuterick, Melissa PS04 co-lecturer
Delaruelle, Katrijn PS04 co-lecturer

Offered in the following programmes in 2024-2025

Master of Science in Sociology 6 A
Exchange Programme in Political and Social Sciences 6 A

crdts offering

Credits 6.0

(nominal values; actual values may depend on programme)

Study time  180 h

Teaching languages

English

Keywords

sociology, health, health care, social disparities in (mental) health

Position of the course

This educational component is part of the Major in Social Demography within the
degree program for Master of Science in Sociology. The objective of the course is to
gain insights into the fundamental social causes of health and illness. Extensive
attention is devoted to the repercussions of social change for health and illness.
Illustrative examples particularly draw on cross-national comparative research.
This course targets competences in sociology and cognate disciplines, more
specifically M.1.1, M.1.2 and M.1.3. The following competences are also part of the
objectives: the scientific competence M.2.3., the intellectual competence M.3.5.
and the competence in cooperation and communication M.4.5.  

Contents

The students are introduced to a number of important concepts, theories and
findings from the sociology of health and illness. In doing so, light is shed on the
specificity of the sociological perspective. Social processes are studied as
fundamental causes of health and illness.
The topics addressed are:
1  Introduction: sociology of health and illness and medical sociology; defining
1  health and illness.
2  Disease, illness and sickness models
3  Epidemiological transitions, social change and the repercussions for health
4  Social inequality in health
5  Gender and (reproductive) health
6  Migration and (mental) health
7  Health from a life course perspective
8  Preventive health
9  End of life research
10  Mental health and (de)stigmatization
The students who follow the course within the English-language program receive
an extra assignment, related to the class on 'Health from a life course perspective'
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Initial competences

To have successfully completed the educational component ‘Sociology’, or to have
acquired the competences targeted in this component in another way.

Final competences

To have insight into the social conditions that constitute fundamental causes of
health and illness.
To have knowledge about the relation between social organization and health and
illness.
To be able to critically analyze tendencies in current health care.

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is determined after successful competences assessment

Conditions for exam contract

Access to this course unit via an exam contract is unrestricted

Teaching methods

Excursion, Lecture

Extra information on the teaching methods

Lectures, exercises and guest lectures by practical experts.

Study material

None
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Course content-related study coaching

Interactive support through Ufora
By appointment

Assessment moments

end-of-term and continuous assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period

Oral assessment, Written assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Oral assessment, Written assessment

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Presentation

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment

examination during the second examination period is possible

Extra information on the examination methods

Written with extra oral

Calculation of the examination mark

Periodic assessment (90%), continuous assessment (10%)
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