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Empirical Legal Studies (B001475)

Course size (nominal values; actual values may depend on programme)
Credits 4.0 Study time 120 h
Course offerings and teaching methods in academic year 2025-2026
A (Year) English Gent lecture
seminar

Lecturers in academic year 2025-2026

Merlevede, Bruno EB21 lecturer-in-charge
Offered in the following programmes in 2025-2026 crdts offering
European Master of Laws in Law and Economics 4 A

Teaching languages

English
Keywords

Empirical methodology, statistics.
Position of the course

This course is taught within the framework of the post-graduate European Master of
Law and Economics (EMLE Mundus +) (Jan/Feb,/March) to all post- graduates that
have elected Ghent as their 2nd trimester location.

Contents
Overview of empirical methods for the study of law. The course equips students to
critically evaluate empirical research and provides the tools to conduct initial
empirical research.

Initial competences
Master in Law or Economics

Final competences

1 Knowledge and Insight
See the relationship between theory and empirics, learn how to translate
theoretical statements into testable hypotheses, get acquainted with basic
concepts such as statistical significance.

2 Skills
Become a critical consumer of empirical work (understand the use of natural
experiments, difference-in-differences techniques, altrnatives to OLS, ..)

3 Skills
Perform own initial empirical work (cross-tabulations, descriptive statistics, OLS)
4 Attitudes
Learn to differentiate between correlation and causality, learn to critically
evaluate data

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is unrestricted: the student takes into consideration the conditions mentioned
in 'Starting Competences'

Conditions for exam contract
This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract

Teaching methods

(Approved)


https://studiekiezer.ugent.be/2025/european-master-of-laws-in-law-and-economics-BNEULE-en
https://studiekiezer.ugent.be/2025/european-master-of-laws-in-law-and-economics-BNEULE-en
https://studiekiezer.ugent.be/2025/european-master-of-laws-in-law-and-economics-BNEULE-en

Seminar, Lecture
Study material

None
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Course content-related study coaching

Assessment moments
end-of-term assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period
Written assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period
Written assessment

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment
not applicable

Calculation of the examination mark

(Approved)



