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Contemporary Continental Philosophy (A0O05613)

Course size (nominal values; actual values may depend on programme)
Credits 9.0 Study time 270 h

Course offerings in academic year 2026-2027
A (Year) English Gent

Lecturers in academic year 2026-2027

Keymeulen, Kobe LWO1
Van Laeken, Alexandra LWO1
Van de Vijver, Gertrudis LWO1
Van Eekert, Geert LWO1

Offered in the following programmes in 2026-2027
Research Master of Arts in Philosophy

Teaching languages

English
Keywords

Continental philosophy, political philosophy, Existential philosophy.
Position of the course

This course is one of the eighteen research seminars that constitute the core of the
master programme. Depending on initial qualifications, students enrol for three or
five such research seminars.

Contents

The seminar consists of a series of minimally 5 meetings devoted to an overarching
topic in continental philosophy (i.e. a theme, book or author). The topic is to be
determined each year, depending on the expertise at hand and contemporary
relevance. During the meetings students discuss and exchange, under the

guidance of a lecturer or tutor, prominent themes in contemporary continental
philosophy. Each meeting is coordinated by one of the tutors (who may be assisted
by a post-doc or a PhD student enrolled for the seminar). The coordinator makes
sure that there is a list of relevant literature made available in the beginning of the
academic year. Meetings are organized in Ghent, on Friday afternoon.

The aim of this seminar is to incite beginning researchers to set up innovating and
articulate academic research up to date with current literature, and to give shape
to their thought in one or more papers ready for submission to a peer reviewed
journal. The assessment is continuous and end-of-term, and concerns the
participation during the meetings, the preparation of the paper(s), the contribution
to a research proposal, and the final paper(s).

Lecturers: Gertrudis Van de Vijver (UGent), Geert Van Eekert (UA).

Assistant: Drs. Dries Josten (Ugent).

Initial competences

Knowledge of Contemporary Continental Philosophy at intermediate level.
Competent in philosophical argumentation and writing.

Final competences

1 Ability to formulate original and innovative research problems based on a duly
founded insight into the internationally recognised literature in that domain.
2 Ability to work out original hypotheses in relation to the selected research
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problems, and argue for possible articulations in a clear and convincing way.
3 Ability to deepen one’s knowledge of this domain independently.
4 Ability to report on research orally in a structured and articulate manner.

Conditions for credit contract
Access to this course unit via a credit contract is determined after successful competences assessment
Conditions for exam contract
This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract
Teaching methods
Seminar, Lecture, Independent work
Extra information on the teaching methods

Guided self-study, 15 h.
Seminar, 10 h.
Lectures: 5 h.

Study material
Type: Syllabus

Name: Contemporary Continental Philosophy

Indicative price: Free or paid by faculty

Optional: no

Language : English

Number of Pages : 150

Available on Ufora : Yes

Online Available : Yes

Available in the Library : Yes

Available through Student Association : No

Additional information: The relevant texts are available in Ufora.
References

A selection of texts will be chosen, depending on their publication date and
availability in English and made available at the beginning of the academic year.

Course content-related study coaching
Individual help is offered by the lecturers
Assessment moments
continuous assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period
Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment
Participation, Peer and/or self assessment, Assignment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment
not applicable

Extra information on the examination methods

Paper (60%) and Participation & presentation (40%).

Permanent evaluation: preparation of the seminar through individual study,
participation in the discussion, oral presentation of research results, participation in
the discussion of the presentations and the papers of fellow students.

Calculation of the examination mark

Paper (60%) and participation and presentation (40%).
Facilities for Working Students

Appropriate alternatives will be proposed for working-students.
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