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WHAT
This one-year academic programme encompasses an
intensive and advanced study of Dutch as a foreign
language. It is specifically designed for foreign students with
a background in Humanities or Social Sciences and
possessing some prior knowledge of Dutch (CEFR level A1).
The program aims to deepen their understanding of the
Dutch language and enhance their communication and/or
translation skills. On successful completion of the
programme, students will be awarded the International
Postgraduate Certificate in ‘Dutch as a Foreign Language
and Applied Communication’.

STRUCTURE
The study programme amounts to 60 credits in total. An
important component of the programme are the Dutch
language acquisition courses. Candidates have to choose
between two specialisations, tailored to the candidates’ prior
knowledge of Dutch:
1  Specialization ‘Dutch Proficiency Level: CEFR B2’ is
1  designed for candidates who have already achieved a
1  CEFR level A1 in Dutch. In this track, candidates can
1  elevate their proficiency to CEFR level B2 (18 credits).
2  Specialization ‘Dutch Proficiency Level: CEFR C1’ is
1  intended for candidates who have already attained a
1  CEFR level B1 in Dutch. In this track, candidates can
1  advance their skills to reach CEFR level C1 (12 credits).
The language courses are based on the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). In these
courses, and especially those courses at CEFR levels B2
and C1, we focus specifically on applied communication.
This includes business communication (such as email
etiquette, active participation in meetings, and digital
communication in a professional setting), communication on
societal topics (including engaging in debates) and
academic communication skills.
Alongside the language courses, the programme also
encompasses a number of theoretical courses on applied
linguistics, on Flemish society and culture and on computer-
assisted language mediation (18 credits). In the elective
space (24 or 30 credits, depending on the selected
specialisation), students passionate about translation can
cultivate a solid foundation in translation skills. For those
students with diverse interests, alternative courses from
Ghent University’s offerings are readily available: courses
focusing on law, the institutions and the languages of the
European Union (i.e. ‘EU Law, Institutions and Languages’),
foreign languages (e.g. linguistics or literature courses),
didactics (e.g. ‘Introduction to Foreign Language Training for

Adults’) or more general subjects (e.g. Human Rights:
Multidisciplinary Perspectives) are for example also
possible.

LABOUR MARKET
As mentioned above, the International Postgraduate
Programme ‘Dutch as a Foreign Language and Applied
Communication’ is specifically designed for students who
aspire to study the Dutch language and further develop
robust communication and/or translation competencies.
The programme is designed to provide students with the
expected knowledge, background, and skills for embarking
on a professional career in Dutch-speaking countries like
Belgium or the Netherlands. It particularly focuses on
preparing individuals for roles in communication-related
functions within these regions.
In the (elective) translation courses, students can acquire
the expected knowledge, background, and skills to work as
translators, either on a freelance basis for an agency or as
employees within a company.
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TOELATINGSVOORWAARDEN VOOR HOUDERS VAN EEN VLAAMS
DIPLOMA

1  Na onderzoek van de bekwaamheid van de student
1  om de opleiding te volgen:
1  •  Een diploma van een bacheloropleiding in het
1  •  academisch onderwijs
1  •  Een diploma van een masteropleiding aansluitend op
1  •  een bacheloropleiding
1  •  Een diploma van een masteropleiding die volgt op een
1  •  andere masteropleiding

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR INTERNATIONAL DEGREE
STUDENTS

Applicants should hold a bachelor’s or master’s degree in
Humanities or Social Sciences.
Are you wondering if your specific degree qualifies you for
the programme? Do not hesitate to contact us.
Information on admission requirements and the
administrative procedure for admission on the basis of a
diploma obtained abroad, can be found on the following
page:  www.ugent.be/prospect/en/administration/enrolment-
or-registration.

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

Depending on the selected specialization, prior knowledge
at CEFR level A1 or B1 is required. The evaluation of Dutch
language proficiency is determined by examining the
contents of your file, which includes the courses you have
completed and your prior educational background. If your
current Dutch language proficiency is not verified, you have
the option to take a language test. If you find yourself in this
situation, please contact us for further assistance

Language requirements Dutch: CEFR level B1
English: CEFR level B2

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Study programme
studiekiezer.ugent.be/postgraduate-certificate-dutch-as-a-
foreign-language-and-applied-communication-level-of-dutch-
cefr-c1-en/programma

Information sessions
Graduation Fair
afstudeerbeurs.gent/en/students/further-studies

Enrolling institution
Information on enrolment at Ghent University.

Application Deadline (for International degree students)
For students who need a visa: 1st of April
For students who do not need a visa: 1st of June
Read more

Tuition fee
More information is to be found on: www.ugent.be/tuitionfee

Contact
carine.focquaert@ugent.be
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