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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN BIOLOGY
MAJORS: GLOBAL CHANGE ECOLOGY - FUNCTIONAL BIOLOGY - GENERAL BIOLOGY - BIODIVERSITY AND EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY
MINORS: RESEARCH - BIO-INSPIRED INNOVATION AND SUSTAINABILITY

120 ECTS CREDITS - LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

WHAT
The Master in Biology has a far-reaching impact on
numerous areas within science and society. The research
domain of biology itself is very broad, and covers the entire
spectrum of life, its diversity and its formation at all the
different organisation levels, ranging from a cell and
ecosystem to the level of the biosphere. Current topics and
challenges such as protection of endangered species, global
change, sustainability, cloning of organisms, dangerous
diseases and medical progress all have their roots in
biology. Biology also contributes to numerous conceptual
innovations that lead towards new disciplines such as
molecular biology and biotechnology. Biology is an exciting
and ever-evolving field of study thanks to its close
interaction with a broad range of other disciplines such as
chemistry, geology, geography and physics.

STRUCTURE
The two-year Master's programme (120 credits) contains the
following components:
•  18 credits worth of general course units;
•  42 credits worth of major course units;
•  30 credits worth of minor (elective) course units;
•  30 credits worth of Master's dissertation.
The general course units prepare students for making an
informed choice of major course units and their Master's
dissertation.
In the first year of the Master's programme students choose
one of four possible majors:
•  General Biology
•  Biodiversity and Evolutionary Biology
•  Global Change Ecology
•  Functional biology
Their choice of major allows students to deepen their
knowledge of one of the research areas in which Ghent
University has expertise.
Students can also choose one of two minors, both consisting
of broadening elective course units.
Possible combinations between minors and majors are:
•  Bio-inspired Innovation and Sustainability Minor - General
•  Biology Major
•  Research Minor -  Biodiversity and Evolutionary Biology
•  Major
•  Research Minor -  Global Change Ecology Major
•  Research Minor -  Functional Biology Major.
Students write their Master’s dissertation on a topic related
to their choice of major.  Most Master’s dissertations dovetail
with  current national or international (research) projects.
However, the Master’s dissertation can also exploit the
results of specific projects or it can even have a prospective
character regarding future projects.

In addition to the (domain) Master’s programme described
above, you can also choose a Master’s Programme in
Teaching (in Dutch: Educatieve Master). The Educatieve
Master, however, is a Dutch-taught programme. Find out
more at www.ugent.be/educatievemaster (in Dutch).

LABOUR MARKET
Biology graduates can be professionally active in quite a
broad spectrum of jobs. One important sector is scientific
research at universities or other scientific research institutes,
but they can also apply their research skills within an
industrial context, at companies with research and
development as their core business. Their professional
choice can also be more education-oriented, both at
secondary or higher education level, but also indirectly in
counselling or managerial positions within the government.
Over the last couple of decades, the biologist's job profile
has become quite versatile, with new perspectives being
offered by more applied research in an industrial context.
The term industry must be interpreted broadly here, ranging
from biotech and food technology, to the pharmaceutical and
biomedical industry. Overall, the labour market is looking for
more scientifically trained people, with a multitude of
possible specifications. Many biologists are also
professionally active in production, quality control and sales
(e.g. biology or research related products), but also their
statistical skills are highly valued. Our graduates can thus
also apply their computing and statistical data analysis skills
in several fields of the labour market.
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TOELATINGSVOORWAARDEN VOOR HOUDERS VAN EEN VLAAMS
DIPLOMA

1  Rechtstreeks:
1  •  Bachelor in de biologie
2  Na het met succes voltooien van een
1  voorbereidingsprogramma:
1     55 SP
1  none  •  Bachelor in de bio-ingenieurswetenschappen
1  none  •  Bachelor in de biochemie en de biotechnologie
1  none  •  Bachelor in de biomedische wetenschappen
1  none  •  Bachelor in de diergeneeskunde
1  none  •  Bachelor in de farmaceutische wetenschappen
1  none  •  Bachelor in de geneeskunde
1     72 SP
1  none  •  Bachelor in de chemie
1  none  •  Bachelor in de geologie
1  none  •  Bachelor in de industriële wetenschappen,
1  none  •  afstudeerrichting: chemie
1  none  •  Bachelor in de industriële wetenschappen:
1  none  •  chemie
1     80 SP
1  none  •  Bachelor in de fysica en de sterrenkunde
1  none  •  Bachelor in de geografie en de geomatica
1  none  •  Bachelor in de informatica
1  none  •  Bachelor in de wiskunde

Additional Information on Admission (Flemish Degree)

Information for holders of a professional Bachelor's degree:

Students with a professional Bachelor's degree Bachelor of
Chemistry cannot enter the programme via the bridging
programme. They can, however, request a package of
exemptions within the Bachelor of Science in Biology
programme, which grants direct access to this Master's
programme. For more information, please contact:
Sanne.Kiekens@UGent.be.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR INTERNATIONAL DEGREE
STUDENTS

The course is open to students with at least a bachelor's
degree in the field of biology with minimum 180 credits.
 
Information on admission requirements and the
administrative procedure for admission on the basis of a
diploma obtained abroad, can be found on the following
page: www.ugent.be/prospect/en/administration/enrolment-
or-registration.

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

The language requirements for this study programme can be
found on: www.ugent.be/languagerequirements

Language requirements Dutch: no language requirements
English: CEFR level B2

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Study programme
studiekiezer.ugent.be/master-of-science-in-biology-
en/programma

Information sessions
Graduation Fair
afstudeerbeurs.gent/en/students/further-studies

Enrolling institution
Information on enrolment at Ghent University.

Application Deadline (for International degree students)
For students who need a visa: before 1st of April
For students who do not need a visa: before 1st of June
Read more

Tuition fee
More information is to be found on: www.ugent.be/tuitionfee

Learning path counsellor
Sanne Kiekens
T 09 264 50 53
traject.we@UGent.be

Contact (for international degree students)
www.ugent.be/admission
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