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PREPARATORY COURSE MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SOCIOLOGY
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

WHAT
The Master of Science in Sociology is an innovative
English-taught programme at Ghent University,
based on three cornerstones: an advanced scientific
approach to contemporary societal problems,
sociological research, and internationalisation. What
are the social conditions that constitute the
fundamental causes of health and illness? How can
higher education institutions become more
accessible? How are power and responsibilities
formally and informally distributed within
organisations? This programme addresses these and
other contemporary social problems. Students
acquire a strong academic approach that allows
them to critically address such topics.
Sociological imagination is the ability to connect the
things that happen to people (such as their success
in education, their relationship with their parents and
their well-being) to social characteristics (the way
schools are organized, the divorce rate, the degree
of social inequality). To have this sociological
imagination, a person must pull away from the
situation and think from an alternative point of view.
We expect prior knowledge for students to start this
programme, particularly the basics of sociological
theories and perspectives and the basics of
quantitative and qualitative methods and research
methodology. Students who lack this prior
knowledge must take courses of or take the full
preparatory programme to the Master in Sociology.
The full preparatory programme is one year Most of
the courses in the preparatory programme are
taught in Ghent, but some courses are taught at the
VUB in Brussels. To take these courses, students
should register as guest students at the VUB.

LABOUR MARKET
Sociology graduates are in great demand for their
combination of thorough insights in society, research
expertise, communication and project management
skills. Ghent University Sociology graduates start an
academic career (as PhD students or research
fellows) or work in ngos, governmental organisations
(on themes such as health prevention and
radicalisation) and research departments (such as
market research). The programme prepares you for
work on scholarly projects in academia,
governmental organisations or research institutes.
You will be able to research social phenomena such
as social inequity, gender differences, quality of
labour, democratisation of higher education,
migration or health and risk behaviour. Our

programme also prepares students for future careers
as policy advisors or project managers in human
resources, journalism or education.

Printed on 14 May 2025

https://www.vub.be/en/form/inschrijven-als-gaststudent


2025-26

PREPARATORY COURSE MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SOCIOLOGY
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

Language requirements Dutch: no language requirements
English: CEFR level B2

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Study programme
studiekiezer.ugent.be/preparatory-course-master-of-science-in-
sociology-KZSOCY/programma

Information sessions
Graduation Fair
afstudeerbeurs.gent/en/students/further-studies

Enrolling institution
Information on enrolment at Ghent University. Watch out, some
courses take place at the VUB in Brussels. To follow these, you
have to register as a guest student at the VUB.

Application Deadline (for International degree students)
For students who need a visa: before 1st of April
For students who do not need a visa: before 1st of June
Read more

Tuition fee
More information is to be found on: www.ugent.be/tuitionfee

Learning path counsellor
Kris De Pue
T 09 264 97 71
tb.psw@ugent.be
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