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COURSE CONTENT
Algology is the medical treatment of pain.
The general objective of the education in Algology is to educate
qualified specialists in the control of pain in its widest sense.
During this postgraduate education the physician gains the
necessary scientific knowledge, skills and attitudes in order to
provide an excellent patient care to patients with complex pain
issues. The student gains a profound insight in complex forms of
acute, subacute and chronic pain. The student has to develop
additional communicative, social, technical and manual skills to
evaluate patients on a multidisciplinary level and to function in
a multidisciplinary team.
More specifically, at the end of the postgraduate:
−− The students will be able to investigate acute pain syndromes,
establish a suitable treatment for such acute nociceptive
syndromes and follow up on the result continuously.
−− The students are able to evaluate the multidisciplinary
character of a specific pain syndrome, including the implicati
ons of such pain complaints on the socio-economical
functioning of the patients and the psycho-social consequen
ces that derive from it.
−− The students are capable to perform a full evaluation of
chronic pain syndromes, based on specific pain anamnesis,
somatosensory clinical evaluations, application of specialized
nociceptive diagnostic techniques and hetero-anamnesis.
−− The students are capable to draw up a individualized
multimodal and multidisciplinary treatment plan, explain such
plan to the patient (and his/her family) and follow up on its
implementation in a competent way.
−− The students are capable to guide the patient actively and
competently during revalidation programs, so that the
reconditioning, reactivation and socio-economical reintegrati
on can be optimized and facilitated.
−− The students are capable to evaluate insufficient analgesia
from an ethical, moral and social point of view.
COURSE STRUCTURE
The Postgraduate Studies in Algology constitutes a 2 year
full-time training programme of 40 credits and is organized
every 2 year.
By centralizing the lessons in one week per year, the organisation
tries to avoid that students have to follow the course during
several weekends over the academic year.
The programme is divided into 5 course units. Students are
obliged to follow all course units. The programme does not
contain optional units.

The course unit Advanced Studies in Algology comprises two
parts: part 1 (6 credits) in the first year and part 2 (6 credits) in
the second year. Each year the students will spend 5,5 days on
a domain in Spa, during which they will participate to lessons
and workshops from morning till evening. The main topics of part
1 are neurobiology of pain, neuropharmacology of pain, basic
principles of the psychology and cognitive modulation of pain,
cancer pain. The main topics to be discussed in part 2 are clinical
pain syndromes, in-depth exploration of the psycho-social
approach of pain, multidisciplinary strategies.
The course unit Clinical Internship equals 25 credits in total.
Internship 1 has been assigned 12 credits and Internship 2 (that
has a heavier pathology) 13 credits. Each part contains an
intensive 1,5 months rotation that can either be taken consecuti
vely and full-time, or either part-time when the participant has
other professional appointments. The internship of 3 months has
to be completed in one of the 35 official pain centres in Belgium,
under supervision of the coordinating medical supervisor of the
academic multidisciplinary pain centre.
Capita selecta (3 credits) as final course unit was included in
the programme to offer the students some flexibility.
The students attend national and international congresses or
workshops about pain concerning research, treatment of pain or
other subjects as epidemiology of pain, financial impact etc.
The aim is:
−− to get insight in the scientific work leading to an improved
knowledge in pain pathophysiology and its treatment;
−− to obtain an evidence based view on pain and its treatment in
the global human population and its age groups.
The students deliver a reflection for each attended symposium,
congress, workshop or course.
CAREER PERSPECTIVES
An education in the treatment of pain is often obliged when
applying for work in hospitals and pain centres.
Pain is the most common reason for patients to see their general
practitioner. A substantial proportion of adults in Europe (1 in 5)
suffer from chronic pain that seriously affects the quality of their
social and working lives and its inadequate management
constitutes a major healthcare problem. In a large European
survey 23% of Belgians suffered from chronic pain.
The bio psychosocial model of chronic pain recognises chronic
pain as a combination of physical dysfunction, beliefs, coping
strategies, distress, illness behaviour and social interactions.
Since the introduction of the bio psychosocial model, treatment
of chronic pain has become multimodal and multidisciplinary,
with the aim of maximising pain reduction, quality of life,
independence and mobility.
This multidisciplinary approach warrants focused knowledge,
skills and attitudes of the caregivers.
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TOELATINGSVOORWA ARDEN
VOOR HOUDERS VAN EEN VLA AMS DIPLOMA
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Na onderzoek naar de geschiktheid van de student:
−− Ma geneeskunde, op voorwaarde dat je ingeschreven bent in de
masteropleiding Master of Medicine in de specialistische
geneeskunde
−− Ma geneeskunde, op voorwaarde dat je beschikt over een erkend
stageplan conform het KB van 1999
−− Ma in de specialistische geneeskunde
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TAAL
Je voldoet aan de taalvoorwaarden op basis van je Vlaams diploma.

PRAK TISCHE INFORMATIE

Studieprogramma:
https://studiegids.ugent.be
> faculteiten > opleidingstypes > ga naar de opleiding van je keuze
Inschrijving
Algology is een opleiding waarvoor slechts om de twee jaar
inschrijvingen mogelijk zijn. De volgende startdatum van deze
opleiding is september 2020.
Inschrijving gebeurt via de KU Leuven: algology@kuleuven.be.
Infomomenten
Masterbeurs
www.ugent.be/masterbeurs
Studiegeld
Meer informatie vind je op:
www.ugent.be/studiegeld

Contact
Conny Goethals
Interuniversity Certificate/Postgraduate Studies in Algology
UZ-Leuven, Weligerveld 1, 3212 Pellenberg
conny.goethals@uzleuven.be – T 016 34 04 11
https://med.kuleuven.be/eng/algology/
Universiteit Gent – Nele Anseeuw
Campus UZ Gent – Ingang 42, 3de verdieping
Corneel Heymanslaan 10, 9000 Gent
T +32 (0)9 332 01 09 – nele.anseeuw@ugent.be
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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Students can be admitted on the basis of a diploma obtained abroad,
on the condition of approval of the Steering Committee and of
compliance with the language requirements set for this study
programme. In addition, for students for whom a visa is required, an
application file for the admission on the basis of a foreign diploma
must be submitted at the university where they want to enroll, and
after successful completion of the admission procedure, they will
receive a letter of admission of the university concerned.
LANGUAGE
The student should have a good knowledge of English, which is the
spoken and written language of the course. The student will not have
to hand in a proof of his/her knowledge but is expected to judge this
knowledge himself/herself.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Study programme:
www.ugent.be/coursecatalogue
> by faculty > programme types > select your programme
Application deadline for international degree students
Algology is a two-year course, the next course starts in september
2020. Applications should be submitted well in advance.
Enrolling institution
The first registration and screening takes place at KU Leuven via
algology@kuleuven.be. The Steering Committee will approve/reject
your application on the basis of your CV. Once your CV has been
approved, you will be informed on the enrolment procedure of the
university of your choice.
Tuition fee
More information is to be found on:
www.ugent.be/tuitionfee

Contact
Conny Goethals
Interuniversity Certificate/Postgraduate Studies in Algology
UZ-Leuven, Weligerveld 1, 3212 Pellenberg
conny.goethals@uzleuven.be – T 016 34 04 11
https://med.kuleuven.be/eng/algology/
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