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MASTER IN ECONOMICS
MAJORS: FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND MARKETS • ECONOMIC POLICY

60 ECTS CREDITS – LANGUAGE: ENGLISH – DEGREE: MASTER OF SCIENCE

COURSE CONTENT
The Economics programme studies the functioning of the global 
economy. You will discuss all economic actors and their 
interactions: families, businesses, financial institutions, govern-
ment and society. 
The master’s programme provides you with an advanced insight 
into economic theories, models and techniques that you can use 
to analyse and evaluate complex social issues with regard to the 
interactions and behaviours between economic actors. You’ll learn 
how these actors make economic choices (consume, production, 
labour, investments, import, export …), what the consequences are 
for society and how problems in this matter can be solved best.  
In function of this you will learn how to set up a scientific 
research and use the results to formulate policy recommendati-
ons. The topics that you will discuss are socially relevant: 
economic growth, welfare, income generation, income distributi-
on, money, inflation, monetary policy, employment and unem-
ployment, government efficiency, social security, taxation and 
government debt, international economic relations, globalization, 
problems of developing countries, environmental pollution, 
poverty ... 

COURSE STRUCTURE
The master’s programme has, in addition to a common part with 
general courses, two majors that allow you to tailor your 
curriculum, according to your own interests. You can choose three 
courses from one major and an elective course from a broad 
range of courses. 

The common part deepens your knowledge of microeconomics, 
macroeconomics and econometrics in three advanced courses. In 
Micro-economics you study the behavioural implications, dual 
approach and the general equilibrium of consumer and producer 
behaviour. This also includes an introduction to the game theory 
and you will explore the problem of asymmetrical information. In 
Macroeconomics you learn to understand and master the key 
developments in macroeconomics during the last 40 years. The 
focus is on modern growth theory, new classical macroeconomics 
and modern business cycle analysis. In Econometrics we broaden 
your knowledge of the econometric techniques for time series 
analysis.

The major Financial institutions and markets aims at students 
who aspire a job in the financial sector. You study the different 
financial assets and their risk-return characteristics from the 
perspective of the institutional investor. Good investment 
decisions require knowledge of the most important financial 
markets (stocks, bonds, corporate securities, exchange rates, 
commodities, emerging markets) and the evolution of economic 
variables such as government budget, interest rates and inflation. 
In addition, you will explore the main issues and the complex 
interactions in the management of banks and identify important 
trends within the changing regulatory environment of banks. In 
doing so, you will study all aspects that a central bank is faced 
with when conducting its monetary policy, in particular the ECB.

The major Economic policy aims at students looking for a job 
that determines economic policy, in the very broad sense of the 
word (not only government, but also social partners, central bank, 
international institutions, financial institutions, ...). You study the 
role of the government in the economy: efficient allocation, 
government intervention and failure, inequality and poverty, 
social choice, and optimal taxation. We will teach you how you can 
deal with the current problems that welfare states face through 
an adapted policy. You also master the aspects that a central bank 
is faced with when conducting its monetary policy (in particular 
the ECB). In addition, the environmental and energy policy is 
discussed extensively: the central focus is on the optimal use of 
scarce resources and the related concepts of cost-efficiency, 
cost-effectiveness and information problems. Finally, you will 
discover the effects of fiscal policy on key macroeconomic 
variables such as economic growth and employment.

Finally, the master’s dissertation is a very important element.  
Via that dissertation you can show that you are able to apply  
the acquired knowledge to a problem independently. 

CAREER PERSPECTIVES
Graduates from the Economics programme can be found in 
macroeconomic organisations where there’s a need for experts 
with social-financial-international-economic insights. 
In the financial sector (banks, insurance companies and central 
banks), we find economists back into research services, manage-
ment, credit analysis, economic analysis, asset management, etc.
In addition, many Economics graduates can be found in 
governmental organisations, international institutions, social 
partners (trade unions and employers’ associations), education 
and research. In governmental organisations they hold numerous 
functions that involve the preparation, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation of many aspects of the economic and 
socio-economic policy. 
Some examples of jobs: procurement analyst, chief economist of a 
bank, economic analyst at the National Bank, policy advisor of the 
Flemish Government, investment specialist and environmental 
economist at a NGO. 
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Trajectbegeleiding
Frauke Cuelenaere
Campus Tweekerken, Tweekerkenstraat 2 – 9000 Gent
T 09 264 34 66 – frauke.cuelenaere@ugent.be – www.ugent.be/eb

Meer info
Afdeling Studieadvies – Campus Ufo, Ufo, 
Sint-Pietersnieuwstraat 33, 9000 Gent, T 09 331 00 31 
studieadvies@ugent.be – www.ugent.be/studieadvies

TOELATINGSVOORWA ARDEN  
VOOR HOUDERS VAN EEN VLA AMS DIPLOMA

Rechtstreeks: 
 − Ba economische wetenschappen

Via schakelprogramma: (65 studiepunten) 
 − Ba netwerkeconomie
 − Ba bedrijfsmanagement
 − Ba International Business Management
 − Ba Business Management

opleiding(en) oude structuur:
• gegradueerde bedrijfsbeheer

Via voorbereidingsprogramma: (37 studiepunten)
 − Ba/Ma toegepaste economische wetenschappen
 − Ba/Ma toegepaste economische wetenschappen: 

handelsingenieur
 − Ba/Ma toegepaste economische wetenschappen: 

handelsingenieur in de beleidsinformatica
 − Ba/Ma handelswetenschappen
 − Ma Business Economics
 − Ma Business Engineering
 − Ba/Ma handelsingenieur 

Via voorbereidingsprogramma: (65 studiepunten)
 − (andere) bachelor academisch onderwijs
 − masterdiploma

PRAKTISCHE INFORMATIE

Studieprogramma:
https://studiegids.ugent.be 
> faculteiten > opleidingstypes > ga naar de opleiding van je keuze 

Voorbereidende initiatieven
Je kunt je basisvaardigheden wiskunde online bijschaven, een 
vakantiecursus wiskunde en/of een vakantiecursus boekhouden 
bijwonen. Alle informatie op https://studiekiezer.ugent.be. Selecteer 
deze opleiding en je vindt toelichting en praktische details onder de 
rubriek ‘Vlot van start’.

Alternatieve trajecten
De schakel- en voorbereidingsprogramma’s worden in één of twee 
delen aangeboden (kunnen dus gespreid worden over één of twee 
jaar). Dat maakt de combinatie met werken of andere studies 
mogelijk. Je kan terecht bij de trajectbegeleiding voor inhoudelijke 
of administratieve vragen met betrekking tot de toelating. 

Infomomenten
Masterbeurs
www.ugent.be/masterbeurs
Opleidingsgebonden infosessie
29 maart 2018, 18-20 u. en 30 juni 2018, 10-12 u.,  
campus Tweekerkenstraat

MASTER IN ECONOMICS
60 ECTS CREDITS – LANGUAGE: ENGLISH – DEGREE: MASTER OF SCIENCE

De informatie op deze fiche is bijgewerkt tot 1 november 2018.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Study programme 
www.ugent.be/coursecatalogue
> by Faculty > Programme types > select your programme

Application deadline for international degree students
 − for students who need a visa: 1st of March
 − for students who do not need a visa: 1st of June

www.ugent.be/deadline

Enrolling institution 
Ghent University

Tuition fee
More information: www.ugent.be/tuitionfee

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS  
FOR INTERNATIONAL DEGREE STUDENTS

Admission can only be granted after an individual application 
procedure. The Study Programme Committee will make the final 
decision whether to accept the application or not. The Study 
Programme Committee can decide that students need to follow a 
preparatory course or an individual master’s programme, for 
instance for students who hold another diploma of bachelor or 
master than mentioned.

LANGUAGE
More information regarding the required knowledge of English: 
www.ugent.be/languagerequirements


