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Teaching languages

Dutch
Keywords

Handling sources critically, history
Position of the course

This general introductory course wants to provide insight into the subsequent stages of
historical research: what is a source? How can one judge the authenticity of a source? How to
handle contradicting sources concerning the same phenomenon? Finally, this course gives an
overview of historical synthesis and historiography.

Contents

The course presents a method to deal critically with the flow of information which confronts the
present day consumer of information, it also illustrates in which way a similar situation was at
stake at different moments in the past. How to search for sources, how to deal critically with
them, and above all: how to react if sources contradict each other? How to proceed from a
confrontation of contradicting sources concerning the same phenomenon, to an almost certain
interpretation, as close as possible to reality? In the process the motives which led to the line of
reconstructed events receive as much attention. In a second part, the course focuses on the
historical synthesis, the way in which past generations have constructed their past. The
development of history as a autonomous science is also dealt with: in which way did ideology,
politics and philosophy shape the image of the past? All theories are illustrated with practical
examples. The course in itself has a honourable history and has now presents a

methodological approach not only for obvious reasons of great importance to historians, but
also to other fields of study among humanities and social sciences.

Initial competences

+ To have an elementary insight in historical developments.
« To have a standard language knowledge (Dutch, French, English, German).

Final competences

1 To manage contradictions in both sources and information in general scientifically.

2 To recognise different visions on history as grown through different historical periods.

3 To handle sources critically.

4 To evaluate and contextualise historical research.

5 To distinguish the way in which historical schools have tackled the range of motives to
explain human action throughout history.

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is unrestricted: the student takes into consideration the conditions mentioned
in 'Starting Competences'

Conditions for exam contract
Access to this course unit via an exam contract is unrestricted
Teaching methods
Lecture
Extra information on the teaching methods
Forced by the number of students (till 2003-04 yearly ca. 1800 students): lectures, students
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however have the possibility to ask questions (in written form, during and after class, through
email). Practical examples are integrated in the courses, so called cases.

Study material

None
References

See: leermateriaal (handbook).
Course content-related study coaching

For practical problems and questions concerning the content of the course, students can refer
to both the faculty's student assistant and the teacher. Feedback after exams is done in
cooperation with drs. Caroline Van Sumere, assistant from the department history.

Assessment moments

end-of-term assessment
Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period

Written assessment with multiple-choice questions, Written assessment with open-ended questions
Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Written assessment with multiple-choice questions, Written assessment with open-ended questions

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment
not applicable
Extra information on the examination methods

Assessment moment

Periodical (100%).

Assessment form

Written. The exam wants to evaluate different abilities: knowledge of theory (multiple choice
questions concerning the handbook); capability to synthesize (open question concerning one of
the cases dealt with in the course); insight (open question concerning an unknown text). Shortly
before the last lesson, a try-out examination is organised, students therefore are confronted
before the real examination with the kind of questions asked, on the faculty's website examples
of questions are to be found.

Calculation of the examination mark

Half of the credits (10 out of 20) to be acquired via the multiple choice questions ; second half
via the 'open’ questions (5 out of 20 for the question linked to the case ; 5 out of 20 for the free
question concerning an unseen text.

Facilities for Working Students
Facilities:
1 Possible exemption from educational activities requiring student attendance; a task is

imposed in substitution

2 Possible rescheduling of the examination to a different time in the same academic year
3 Feedback can be given during an appointment during or after office hours
For more information contact the monitoring service of the faculty of Arts and philosophy: https:
//www.ugent.be/lw/nl/student/studiestudentenbegeleiding/trajectbegeleiding.htm
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