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Position of the course

The course is at the intersection of the ethics of killing and the dynamics of lethal violence:
what do we know about the psychology of the perpetrators and their complicits in crimes of
war, crimes against humanity, genocide ...; what are the societal and historical factors
facilitating mass violence?; what are the ethical and legal considerations and rules governing
the killing of humans in international conflicts, medical contexts, capital punishment, .. and what
about the containability of justified or unjustified violence? A case study is about recent theories
on the relationship between religion and the radicalisation of western foreign fighters who have
joined the ranks of a.o. Islamic State.

Contents

The starting point of the course are theories of mainly historians on the perpetrators,
bystanders and victims of the Holocaust and on how mass violence could amplify during the
nazi-period. Recent research offers a good picture of the variety of perpetrator profiles. Treated
are: the T4-campaign, the judeocide in the Aktion Reinhardt extermination camps, and the
actions of SS-, SD- end Orpo-Einstzgruppen in Poland and the USSR. Starting point is
Christopher Browning's book about Reserve Police Bataillon 101 in POland. More recent
studies have revised and relativised Browning's idea that thge perpetrators were "ordinary
men". The course equally weighs the relevancy of social psychological research  that has been
mentioned by historians for theory building on mass violence (the experiments of Milgrtam,
Darley and Latané, Lerner, Zimbardo and Bandura's synthesis on disengagement of internal
control in perpetrators). We also discuss the very influential view on perpetratorship proposed
by Hannah Arendt in her reports of the Eichmann process in Jerusalem. 
Another part of the course goes into the legal definitions of genocide, crimes of war and crimes
against humanity and examines them in relation to concrete examples (the Native American
genocides, the Cambodian and Rwandese genocides; the Argentinian en Indonesian crimes
against "communist" opponents). 
The course also ventures into the ethics of killing as exemplified in (e.g.) Medical Aid In Dying:
the doctrine of doing and allowing, the doctrine of double effect, consequentialist alternatives
and the normative power of the "medical exception" (articles by James Rachels, Govert den
Hartogh, the teacher of the course).
Elaborating on "classical" theories of justified killing and just war, the course also goes into
some recent developements in the ethics of warfare: the justifiability, (il)legality and dynamics
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of the use of UCAVs and possible developments in the field of automated killing.  The
main  theme is again that of perpetratorship and of the accountability of actions. 
A final part of the course is about the views of Olivier Roy, Bernard Rougier and Gilles Kepel on
the links between religious fundamentalism and the radicalisation of certain muslim groups in
the west. The debate between Roy and Kepel-Rougier is about the degree to which Islam faith
is an effective source of readiness to use violence. The psychological profiles of western
foreign fighters and the way in which the FF were involved in the war crimes of SS are
discussed. 

Initial competences

General Humanities and Social Sciences competences at bachelor level.

Final competences

1  Being able to construct a moral studies view on a complex topic by integrating results and
1  methods from several disciplines (history, social psychology, sociology of religion, cultural
1  studies, legal studies, ethical analysis, ...)
2  Being able, starting from academic literature, to give a sound introductory presentation on a
1  topic to be discussed in the course

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is determined after successful competences assessment

Conditions for exam contract

This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract

Teaching methods

Seminar, Lecture

Extra information on the teaching methods

After an introductory part consisting of readings by the teacher, the students give introductions
to specific themes, that are further discussed.

Learning materials and price

Required reading:Roy, O. (2017). Jihad and death: the global appeal of Islamic State. Hurst &
Co. 
Remaining materials are available at the UFORA-site of the course and the "college shelf" in
the Arts and Philosophy Library.
Free of cost (except for whom would like to buy the book of Roy (available in faculty library):
19,09 euro.
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Course content-related study coaching

Supervision by the lecturer.

Assessment moments

end-of-term and continuous assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period

Oral assessment, Assignment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Oral assessment, Assignment

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Skills test

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment

examination during the second examination period is possible in modified form

Extra information on the examination methods

The exam is a conversation with the teacher about topics trated in the course.
A paper has to be submitted on O. Roy's book on Jihad and Islamic State, more specifically a
critical analysis of the arguments underpinning his view of the relationship between revolt and
Islam.
The student (alone or in duo) has also to introduce the fellow students to an assigned topic
(presentation)

Calculation of the examination mark

Oral exam 35%; paper: 35%; presentation: 30%

Facilities for Working Students

Facilities:
1  Possible exemption from educational activities requiring student attendance on the condition
1  of writing an additional paper.
2  Possible to reschedule the exam at another moment in the same academic year
3  Feedback can be given by email or other digital communication media.
For more information contact the monitoring service of the Faculty of Arts and Philosophy:
https://www.ugent.be/lw/nl/student/studiestudentenbegeleiding/trajectbegeleiding.htm
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