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Valid as from the academic year 2026-2027

Course size

Course offerings and teaching methods in academic year 2026-2027

A (semester 2) Dutch lecture

independent work

Gent

Lecturers in academic year 2026-2027

Lannoy, Annelies LW01 lecturer-in-charge

Offered in the following programmes in 2026-2027

Bachelor of Arts in Moral Sciences 5 A
Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy 5 A

crdts offering

Credits 5.0

(nominal values; actual values may depend on programme)

Study time  150 h

Teaching languages

Dutch

Keywords

Philosophy of religion, world philosophy, comparative philosophy, meaning-making,
religious diversity, theism, atheism, non-theistic religion, religious experience,
religion and science, religion and ethics.

Position of the course

In this course, students explore different philosophical approaches to the
phenomenon of religion from a global and critical perspective.

Contents

The course begins with an in-depth examination of the philosophical questions
“What is religion?” and “What is the philosophy of religion?”, with critical attention
to the western origins of these concepts. We then explore classical problems in
western philosophy of (predominantly Christian) religion and investigate how these
relate to approaches in various non-western traditions, such as Buddhist, Islamic,
and Taoist traditions. For example, ideas about the possible existence, or non-
existence, of a personal creator god are discussed not only through historical and
contemporary western philosophers (e.g., David Hume, William James, Richard
Dawkins) but also in dialogue with theistic, non-theistic, and atheistic perspectives
from diverse traditions worldwide. Through class discussions of selected texts—
read independently by students in preparation for the sessions—students learn to
translate concepts and arguments across traditions, identify implicit assumptions,
and critically articulate their own philosophical positions.
Topics addressed (each examined in terms of whether and how they appear in
different philosophical traditions) include:
•  philosophical ideas about the supernatural, the divine, the invisible, …;
•  religious experiences and their epistemic value;
•  theories concerning the origin of evil;
•  the relationship between religion and science.

Initial competences

To have successfully completed the course History of philosophy or to have
acquired the necessary skills by other means.

Final competences

1  Demonstrate critical understanding of different philosophical positions on
1  religion.
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2  Situate central figures, concepts, and debates within the global history of the
1  philosophy of religion.
3  Conduct argumentative and interpretative analyses of both primary and
1  secondary literature in the philosophy of religion.
4  Reflect on the relationship between the philosophy of religion and its cultural
1  and historical context.
5  Demonstrate critical awareness of the positionality of the researcher when
1  studying and comparing philosophical questions on religion from Western and
1  non-Western traditions.
1   
1  
6  Actively establish connections between concepts, arguments, and questions
1  concerning religion from Western and non-Western traditions, and articulate
1  their implications for the philosophical debate.
1   

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is determined after successful competences assessment

Conditions for exam contract

Access to this course unit via an exam contract is unrestricted

Teaching methods

Lecture, Independent work

Extra information on the teaching methods

The teacher delivers weekly lectures with ample opportunity for interaction. All
students are required to read one or more texts each week in preparation for class.

Study material

Type: Handbook

Name: Philosophies of religion. A Global and Critical Introduction
Indicative price: € 23
Optional: no
Language : English
Author : Timothy Knepper
Additional information: Bloomsbury Academic, 2022

Type: Syllabus

Name: Study material: capita selecta of handbooks in the field
Indicative price: Free or paid by faculty
Optional: no
Language : English
Available on Ufora : Yes
Online Available : No
Available in the Library : No
Available through Student Association : No
Additional information: Selected chapters are written in Dutch and English

Type: Slides

Name: Slides
Indicative price: Free or paid by faculty
Optional: no
Available on Ufora : Yes

References

Course content-related study coaching

By lecturer

Assessment moments

end-of-term and continuous assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period

Written assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period
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Written assessment

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Assignment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment

examination during the second examination period is possible

Extra information on the examination methods

Written exam: open and closed questions; interpretative text fragment questions
Assignment: a short written paper on a comparison of two given text fragments

Calculation of the examination mark

Written exam: 90%
Assignment: 10%
Students who do not pass both components of the assessment (periodic and
permanent evaluation), cannot pass the course. In that case, the final score will be
reduced to 7/20, in case the final score is higher.
In the second examination session, students are required to retake only those
assessment components—periodic and/or permanent—which they did not pass in
the first session; the marks for components passed in the first session are
maintained.

Facilities for Working Students

Facilities:
1  Possible exemption from educational activities requiring student attendance
2  Possible rescheduling of the examination to a different time in the same
1  academic year
3  Feedback can be given by email or during an appointment during office hours
For more information contact the monitoring service of the Faculty of Arts and
Philosophy: https://www.ugent.
be/lw/nl/student/studiestudentenbegeleiding/trajectbegeleiding.htm
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