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Position of the course

In this practical exercise the student is being familiarized with the working methods of the
historian. The student goes through the entire scientific cycle of historical research (problem
statement, review of literature and sources, presentation of the results). This takes place within
a broad but clearly formulated problem statement, aimed at a specific range of historical
sources. These skills are elaborated more profoundly in the succeeding practical exercise
Historische Praktijk II.

Contents

A critical first and activating encounter with sources, scholarly literature and research methods
focused on a concrete research topic in modern and contemporary history, starting from self-
selected aspects of the student's family history. The main goal is to embed this
transgenerational family history within the historical context of the 19th and 20th century,
integrating at least two processes of modernization during this era. For this, students can
choose from: demographic transition; regional, national and international migration; rural
disruption; industrialization and urbanization; alphabetization and pedagogization;
secularization; democratization; World Wars I and II; colonization. The student is taught how to
relate to existing historical research by tracing and processing scholarly literature and historical
source material, making use of both analogous and digital methods. The research is mainly
based on oral sources, ego documents and different types of serial sources of an
administrative, religious, fiscal, cadastral, political, legal or military nature. Such serial sources
are a unique source for historical research and the reconstruction of the life stories of
individuals and of social groups (generations). Via a Ufora-learning path, students also learn
how to use the photo management system Tropy to organize, metadate, transcribe and
annotate their primary sources. 
Students with ancestors from abroad can take up the course without any problem whatsoever
because a customized trajectory is provided for. 
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Initial competences

- To have an elementary insight into historical developments; to have reached the final
attainment levels of the subject 'history' in flemish secundary education (or a comparable level).
- To be able to write texts in clear and correct Dutch.
- To have a basic (passive) knowledge of standard European languages (French, English,
German).

Final competences

1  B.1.2. Have insight in the epistemology of historiography and the scientific practice. 
2  B.1.6 Have insight into the methodology of history.
3  B.1.7 Have basic knowledge of the diverse sources and scientific literature (also in another
1  language than Dutch) for use in historical research and the specialist skills requisite to
1  reading and interpreting sources.
4  B.2.1. Have the ability to initiate problem-oriented historical research
5  B.2.1 Have the ability to place the result of historical research (also in another language than
1  Dutch) within the correct historiographical context, and initiate new research.
6  B.2.2 Have the ability to outline a simple strategy for historical research in the form of a
1  roadmap.
7  B.2.4. Have the ability to critically apply quantitative and qualitative methods and techniques
8  B.2.4 Have the ability to indicate the most appropriate types of sources relative to a specific
1  historical research question.
9  B.2.5 Have the ability to use scientific criteria to substantiate a heuristic method and
1  historical bibliographical research.
10  B.2.7. The student is able to interpret, evaluate, and report on extant research (also in
1  another language than Dutch) and on one’s own initial research or research plans.
11  B.2.8. The student is conscious of the importance of scientific integrity
12  B.3.1. Have the ability to critically reflect upon the role of global perspectives, the dynamics
1  of processes, and patterns in historical situations
13  B.3.3. To critically follow the evolutions in historiography (also in another language than
1  Dutch) and to develop one's own competencies in this field.
14  B.3.4 Have an inquiring attitude with a love of historical critique and creativity, and with a
1  positive attitude towards lifelong learning.
15  B.3.5. To approach a problem from multiple perspectives (multiperspectivism).
16  B.4.1 Have the ability to summarize ongoing scientific discussions in the historiography
1  (also in another language than Dutch), using an adequate critical apparatus, in a coherently
1  structured, scientific text, written in a clear and academically correct language.
17  B.4.2  The student has the ability to participate actively in group discussions (also in
1  another language than Dutch) and to communicate the results of historical research to both
1  experts and peers in a clearly structured oral presentation, in a clear and academically
1  correct language.
18  B.4.3. To collaborate with colleagues on a project basis (also in another language than
1  Dutch).
19  B.6.1. The student has insight into the way in which historical scientific research functions
1  and is organized.
20  B.6.2. Have insight into how related human and social sciences function.
21  B.6.3. Have insight into how archives and heritage institutions work.
22  LWDC2.1.To apply digital methods, tools and strategies during the research process
1  (discover, capture, collect, enrich)

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is unrestricted: the student takes into consideration the conditions mentioned
in 'Starting Competences'

Conditions for exam contract

This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract

Teaching methods

Seminar, Excursion, Lecture, Independent work

Extra information on the teaching methods

Lectures: historical and theoretical framework
Demonstration: introduction basic and extra sources
Seminar sessions: learning research skills, analysis basic and extra sources
Guided self-study: preparatory tasks for thematic lectures, pedigree, bibliography, introduction
paper  
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Excursion: archive visit 
Fieldwork: autonomous research in libraries and archives
Online discussion group: via learning platform
Autonomous work: paper

Study material

None
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Course content-related study coaching

- Possibility to ask questions during and after the lessons
- Several collective and individual feedback moments
- Interactive support via e-learning environment
- Tutor can be contacted via e-mail

Assessment moments

continuous assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Participation, Assignment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment

examination during the second examination period is possible in modified form

Extra information on the examination methods

No oral or written exam. Mark is given based on intermediate activities during the year,
participation and quality of the final paper. The student has to pass the final paper in order to
pass the course. 

Calculation of the examination mark

Non-periodical: continuous assessment (100%).
The marks reflect both the quality of the paper (45%) and the formal requirements for scientific
texts (15%). The other 40% result from the evaluation of intermediate activities during the year:
presence during lectures, seminar sessions and feedback sessions; preparatory tasks in
function of the thematic lectures; redaction of a pedigree, a bibliography (literature and
sources) and a paper introduction with a problem definition.
A second chance at examination is possible through a compensation assignment between the
first- and second-term exam period.

Facilities for Working Students

Facilities:
•  Possible exemption from educational activities requiring student attendance, after discussion
•  with the lecture
•  Personal feedback can be given during an appointment during and after office hours 
•  Possible rescheduling of the examination to a different time in the same academic year 
For more information concerning flexible learning: contact the monitoring service of the faculty
of Arts and philosophy
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