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Keywords

Religious studies, method, theory, history of religions, comparative methodology,
sociology of religion, anthropology of religion, psychology of religion,
phenomenology of religion

Position of the course

This course provides a thorough introduction to central concepts, theories, and
methodological approaches within the field of religious studies. Religion is
approached here as a global phenomenon that takes on diverse forms and
meanings, and is intertwined with culture, society, identity, and the search for
meaning in various ways.

Contents

In line with the multi- and interdisciplinary nature of the field, the course explores
a selection of perspectives through two core questions: What is religion? How can
we study its diverse dimensions in the most scientific manner possible? After a
short introduction to the history of religious studies, the first part of this course
offers a critical introduction to the core concepts in religious studies (religion, rite,
myth, magic, etc.) and to the analysis of religious beliefs and rituals. This first part
of the course concludes with a joint museum visit (alternating annually), during
which students select a ritual object that will form the subject of a short
assignment in which they apply the provided concepts for ritual analysis (e.g.,
agency, performativity). In the second part of the course, a broad range of
theories and research methods is introduced through the discussion of scientific
literature, coming from the fields of sociology of religion, anthropology of religion,
psychology of religion, phenomenology of religion, gender and queer theory, and
cognitive science of religion. During the guided discussions on the texts, students
are encouraged to critically reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of specific
methods and theories, and on the relationship between objectivity and subjectivity
in the study of religion. In preparation of the classes, students independently read
the selected texts.

Initial competences

Students have successfully finished secondary school education.

Final competences

1  Situate the studied movements, thinkers, and debates in the history of religious
1  studies and explain their cultural-historical context.
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2  Define and critically engage with central concepts in religious studies, paying
1  attention to their historical development and issues related to their application.
3  Identify the research questions and theoretical positions in scholarly texts from
1  the sociology of religion, anthropology of religion, psychology of religion,
1  phenomenology of religion, cognitive science of religion, and feminist and queer
1  theories.
4  Argue, in writing, for the strengths and weaknesses of specific theories and
1  methods in religious studies.
5  Communicate about religious phenomena in a scientifically grounded manner,
1  both orally and in writing, using appropriate terminology and methodological
1  precision.
6  Adopt a critically reflective attitude towards the study of religion, with an
1  understanding of how one’s own cultural and intellectual background influences
1  perception and interpretation.

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is unrestricted: the student takes into consideration the conditions mentioned
in 'Starting Competences'

Conditions for exam contract

This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract

Teaching methods

Lecture, Independent work

Extra information on the teaching methods

Classes will take place on campus and are not recorded.
In preparation for the classes in the second part of the course, students
independently read excerpts from primary texts on methods and theories, and
answer the accompanying reading questions.
At the end of the semester, each student will give an oral presentation on the
results of the analysis of the self-selected ritual object.

Study material

Type: Syllabus

Name: Syllabus and guiding questions for the independent reading
Indicative price: Free or paid by faculty
Optional: no
Language : English
Available on Ufora : Yes

Type: Slides

Name: Powerpoint slides
Indicative price: Free or paid by faculty
Optional: no
Language : Dutch
Available on Ufora : Yes

References

Course content-related study coaching

There will be ample opportunity for questions during the lectures. Students can
also ask their questions after appointment with the lecturer.

Assessment moments

end-of-term and continuous assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period

Written assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Written assessment

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Presentation, Assignment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment

examination during the second examination period is possible in modified form
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Extra information on the examination methods

Written exam (open and closed questions; text analysis question)
Assignment: oral presentation of the analysis of the chosen ritual object and a
short written summary

Calculation of the examination mark

Written exam: 90%
Assignment: 10%
If a student does not pass both components of the assessment (periodic and
permanent evaluation), they cannot pass the course. In that case, the final score
will be reduced to 7/20, in case the final score is higher. To pass the permanent
assessment, students must complete all of its constituent parts and have total
score of minimum 10/20 (oral presentation and written preparation).
In the second examination session, students are required to retake all assessment
components—periodic and/or permanent—which they did not pass in the first
session; the marks for components passed in the first session are maintained.
In the second examination session, the permanent assessment includes a short
oral presentation of the selected object and answering the questions of the
lecturer.

Facilities for Working Students

•  Possible exemption from educational activities requiring student attendance
•  Possible rescheduling of an oral examination to a different time in the same
•  academic year
•  Feedback can be given by mail or during an appointment during office hours
For more information contact the monitoring service of the Faculty of Arts and
Philosophy: https://www.ugent.
be/lw/nl/student/studiestudentenbegeleiding/trajectbegeleiding.htm

3(Approved)


