
French: Language Proficiency IV (A005775)

Course
Specifications

Valid as from the academic year 2026-2027

Course size

Course offerings and teaching methods in academic year 2026-2027

A (semester 2) French seminar 0.0h

independent work 0.0h

group work 0.0h

Gent

Lecturers in academic year 2026-2027

Crible, Ludivine LW06 lecturer-in-charge
Demol, Annemie LW06 staff member

Offered in the following programmes in 2026-2027 crdts offering

Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject Dutch - French) 5 A
Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject French - English) 5 A
Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject French - German) 5 A
Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject French - Greek) 5 A
Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject French - Italian) 5 A
Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject French - Latin) 5 A
Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject French - Spanish) 5 A
Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject French - Swedish) 5 A
Exchange Programme Linguistics and Literature 5 A
Linking Course Master of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject French) 5 A
Preparatory Course Master of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject French) 5 A

Credits 5.0

(nominal values; actual values may depend on programme)

Study time  150 h

Teaching languages

French

Keywords

•  academic scientific communication versus science communication (public
•  outreach)
•  academic writing/speaking versus written/spoken science popularization
•  evolution and use of the French language

Position of the course

This advanced course (B2+/C1) aims to further develop students’ proficiency in
French by preparing them for academic writing and presentation in French as well
as science communication for a broader audience. The course adopts an inductive
approach based on the analysis of authentic examples. Particular attention is paid
to the linguistic features of academic and popularizing communication, including
vocabulary, collocations, cohesion devices, nominalizations, hedging, register and
style. These features are analysed and practised through targeted activities. Both
oral and written communication are addressed. The course also enables students
to develop a critical understanding of and informed position on current societal and
scientific debates concerning the French language. The central question explored
throughout the course is the extent to which French is affected by contemporary
linguistic and societal developments.

Exchange students may enrol in this course. No knowledge of Dutch is required.
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•  Analysis of the structure and textual features of French-language scientific
•  articles and abstracts, popularizing articles, academic presentations and science
•  podcasts
•  Analysis of specific linguistic features of academic written and spoken French
•  Analysis of specific linguistic features of popularizing written and spoken
•  discourse in French
•  Guided practice focusing on these linguistic features
•  Application of textual, discursive and linguistic conventions in oral and written
•  productions in French (abstract, academic presentation, popularizing article,
•  science podcast)
•  Current societal and scientific debates on the evolution of French and language
•  use in the contemporary French-speaking world

Initial competences

Students have successfully completed French Language Proficiency III or have
acquired equivalent competences.

Final competences

1  Express themselves orally and in writing in French at B2+/C1 level with a high
1  degree of grammatical accuracy, lexical precision and stylistic flexibility.
2  Adequately use genre, register and language conventions of academic and
1  popularizing communication in French, adapted to medium, communicative
1  purpose and target audience.
3  Critically analyse scientific publications on language- and culture-related topics
1  with regard to content, structure, argumentation and language use.
4  Present complex information about language and culture orally in an academic
1  context for a specialist audience.
5  Write an abstract summarising the research question, methodology, results and
1  conclusions of a scientific publication clearly and concisely.
6  Translate scientific knowledge about language- and culture-related topics into
1  accessible discourse for a non-specialist audience.
7  Write a popularizing article communicating scientific insights accurately, clearly
1  and attractively to a broad audience.
8  Design and produce a podcast presenting scientific insights about language and
1  culture in an accessible and engaging manner for a broad audience.
9  Critically evaluate their own communicative performance and that of others and
1  revise it based on feedback.
10  Approach language- and culture-related issues in the French-speaking world
1  critically, drawing on scientific insights and current societal debates.

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is determined after successful competences assessment

Conditions for exam contract

This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract

Teaching methods

Group work, Seminar, Independent work

Extra information on the teaching methods

•  Workshop classes: interactive sessions supported by the electronic learning
•  environment.
•  Group work: entry and/or exit tickets, academic presentation and science
•  podcast.
•  Independent work: entry and/or exit tickets, scientific abstract, popularizing
•  article.
Given the highly interactive and student-centred nature of the course, no lecture
recordings are available.
This course promotes the responsible use of generative artificial intelligence (GAI).
The principles governing such use are explained during the course.

Study material

Type: Syllabus

Name: French: Language Proficiency IV
Indicative price: Free or paid by faculty
Optional: no
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Language : Other
Available on Ufora : Yes

Type: Slides

Name: Slides
Indicative price: Free or paid by faculty
Optional: no
Language : Other
Available on Ufora : Yes

References

Course content-related study coaching

•  Guidance from the lecturer during contact hours and through the electronic
•  learning environment.
•  Individual guidance by appointment.

Assessment moments

continuous assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Participation, Presentation, Assignment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment

examination during the second examination period is possible

Extra information on the examination methods

•  Participation: debates, entry and/or exit tickets
•  Presentation: academic presentation based on a scientific article
•  Assignments: abstract, popularizing article, podcast
Attendance during classes is compulsory.
The use of generative AI systems for the written assignments (abstract and
popularizing article) is explicitly prohibited and may result in disciplinary
procedures. These assignments are completed in a supervised on-campus setting,
including during the resit examination period.
A second examination opportunity is available. Students who do not pass the non-
periodic assessment may complete newly organised replacement activities
(academic presentation, abstract, popularizing article and/or podcast). Students
must retake at least the components they failed. Group assignments may be
replaced by individual assignments for the second examination opportunity.

Calculation of the examination mark

•  Participation: 10%
•  Presentation: 25%
•  Assignments: 65% (abstract 10%, popularizing article 20%, podcast 35%)
Students who eschew one or more parts of the assessment can no longer obtain a
pass mark for the course unit. Should the final mark be higher than 10/20, it will
be reduced to the highest non-tolerable mark (i.e. 7/20).
In group assignments, individual grades may differ when contributions are clearly
unequal.

Facilities for Working Students

1  Possibility of exemption from attendance requirements and alternative
1  scheduling of individual assignments (abstract, popularizing article) in
1  consultation with the lecturer and under controlled conditions. Compensatory
1  activities may be provided for participation marks. Attendance remains
1  compulsory for the group academic presentation.
2  Feedback by appointment during office hours or through electronic feedback
1  channels.
For more information concerning flexible learning: contact the monitoring service
of the faculty of Arts and Philosophy.
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