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Study time  150 h

Teaching languages

English

Keywords

syntax, lexicon, comparative linguistics, verbs, case, dative

Position of the course

The course provides a specialization in the study of grammatical case from both a
comparative and a typological perspective, as well as its place in theoretical
approaches focused on the lexicon and syntax.

Contents

The aim of this course is to familiarise students with various theoretical approaches
to the relationship between lexicon and syntax from a comparative perspective.
These theoretical approaches are illustrated by means of different hypotheses
concerning the dative and the corresponding morphosyntactic structures in non-
case-marking languages. Various types of dative constructions are analysed, such
as the double object construction in English and Dutch, the possessive dative in the
Romance languages, and subject datives in Icelandic and in the various Indo-
European languages.
Each student is asked to “represent” a language he or she knows and to analyse
the morphology and syntax of the dative in that language.
The students themselves carry out a small-scale comparative study and report on it
in a paper.

Initial competences

Previous knowledge of linguistics at master's level is required.

Final competences

1  Assess highly specialized scientific articles in the field of syntax
2  Reconstruct and assess an argumentation in the field of syntax 
3  Assess linguistic hypotheses formulated scientifically
4  Apply language-specific hypotheses to other languages
5  Build a linguistic argumentation
6  Evaluate the relevance of data with respect to a hypothesis

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is unrestricted: the student takes into consideration the conditions mentioned
in 'Starting Competences'

Conditions for exam contract

This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract
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Teaching methods

Seminar, Independent work

Extra information on the teaching methods

The seminars consist of discussions of scientific articles.
The guided tutorial consists of the reading of scientific articles, which are
commented and discussed in class.

Study material

None
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Course content-related study coaching

Individual guidance

Assessment moments

continuous assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Presentation, Assignment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment

examination during the second examination period is possible

Extra information on the examination methods

Students are assessed (i) on a paper in which they study one of the topics covered,
focusing on the language (or languages) of their choice, and (ii) on their
participation in class (i.e. oral presentations).

Calculation of the examination mark

Paper 80%
Participation 20%

Facilities for Working Students

1  Possibility of exemption from attendance
2  Possibility of taking the examination at an alternative time during the academic
1  year
3  Possibility of receiving feedback by email, or by appointment during or after
1  office hours, on campus or online (via Google Docs)
 
For more information on flexible study arrangements:
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http://www.flw.ugent.be/flexibelstuderen
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