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Phonetics and Phonology (A006628)

Course size (nominal values; actual values may depend on programme)
Credits 5.0 Study time 150 h
Course offerings and teaching methods in academic year 2026-2027
A (semester 1) English Gent group work
seminar
independent work
lecture

Lecturers in academic year 2026-2027

Pacchiarotti, Sara Lw21 lecturer-in-charge
Crocco, Claudia LWo6 co-lecturer
Simon, Ellen LW06 co-lecturer

Offered in the following programmes in 2026-2027 crdts offering
Master of Arts in Linguistics and Literature(main subject Linguistics) 5 A
Exchange Programme Linguistics and Literature 5 A

Teaching languages
English
Keywords

sociophonetics, speech, acoustic analysis, segmental phonetics, phonetic variation,
prosody, intonation, rhythm, tone

Position of the course

This advanced course provides an in-depth study of segmental and prosodic
phonetics and phonology.

Contents

The course offers elements of acoustic phonetics and explores segmental and
prosodic phenomena (such as tone and intonation), focusing on the relationship
between phonological structures and variation, with particular attention to
sociophonetic aspects.

The course addresses the following topics:

+ Recording sounds and Praat tutorial

« Sociophonetics: an introduction to segmental phonetic variation

« Sociophonetics: diving deeper into the field

« Phonetics and phonology of intonation

« Intonation, grammar and variation

+ Phonetics and phonology of tone in African languages

 Tone systems in Africa: variation and interaction with prosody and morphology

Initial competences

A bachelor's-level knowledge of the fundamentals of general linguistics is required.
No prior knowledge of African languages or other languages used as examples
during the course is necessary.

Final competences

1 Be able to demonstrate advanced knowledge of segmental and suprasegmental
phonetics and phonology, and in particular of sociophonetics, intonation, and the
use of tone in tone languages.

2 Be able to independently and with guidance understand and critically discuss
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scientific publications in these research domains.

3 Be able to record speech fragments and acoustically analyze both segmental
and suprasegmental features.

4 Be able to demonstrate in-depth insight into the role of variation in spoken
language and apply this knowledge to concrete speech samples.

5 Be able to distinguish different functions of intonation and demonstrate the link
between prosody and grammar.

6 Be able to discuss variation in tone languages and its interaction with prosodic
and morphological features.

7 Be able to use digital search environments and search strategies to identify
relevant literature and research topics in the field.

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is unrestricted: the student takes into consideration the conditions mentioned
in 'Starting Competences'

Conditions for exam contract

This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract
Teaching methods

Group work, Seminar, Lecture, Independent work
Study material

Type: Reader

Name: Collection of scientific articles
Indicative price: Free or paid by faculty
Optional: no

Language : English

Number of Pages : 300

Available on Ufora : Yes

Online Available : Yes

Available in the Library : Yes
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Course content-related study coaching

Assessment moments
continuous assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period
Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment
Participation, Presentation, Assignment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment
examination during the second examination period is not possible

Extra information on the examination methods

« assignment: 45%
« presentation: 45%
« participation: 10%

Calculation of the examination mark

Continuous assessment (100%)
(lass attendance is necessary to successfully complete the course.

Facilities for Working Students
« Class attendance needs to be discussed with the teacher.
+ No online/digital facilities (recordings).
« Itis possible to take the exam at a different time within the regular exam

period.
+ Possibility to make an appointment for feedback.
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