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Keywords

Law and society, social functioning of law, social genesis of law, culture, law in
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Position of the course

This course offers an introduction to a socio-legal perspective on law. The student
learns to view law from the perspective of society, in particular the functioning of
law in practice (the law in action versus the law in the books). On the one hand,
we look at the role of society in the development of law and, on the other hand, at
the role and effect of law in (certain aspects of) society. Some of the issues
discussed in the course are: How do law and society influence each other? What
does "law" mean to people in their daily lives? How are human rights invoked,
modified or rejected in culturally and religiously diverse contexts? What can an
interdisciplinary dialogue between law and the social sciences teach us?
Through the social science study of both law and the context in which law is
created and used, the potential, the internal contradictions and the limitations of
the law become clear. This approach to law is all the more relevant in our current
society, in which, for example, increasing globalization and transnational migration
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lead to a more complex interaction between different normative systems and
cultures. Particular attention is paid to the theme of diversity.
The objectives of the course are situated on two levels. On the one hand, the
course aims to provide students with insight into the basic concepts and
approaches within the research domain of law and society. On the other hand, the
course aims to sharpen students' critical reflection.

Contents

In the first part of the course, the historical and social development around the
research field "Law and Society" is outlined. This includes the concepts of 'law' and
'society' and their interaction (social genesis and social functioning of law), 'law in
action', 'law in context', 'legal pluralism', 'persons of the law', 'functions of law',
'semi-autonomous social fields', 'processes of dispute management', 'legal
awareness' and 'the cross-cultural relevance of human rights'.
A second part of the course elaborates on these core concepts. The students are
invited to study and understand the knowledge and insights acquired in the first
part in more depth and detail, based on case studies.
Topical themes are selected that can change every academic year. Examples are
cultural defense, citizens' views on law, land and natural resource management,
gender, indigenous peoples, future justice, mediation, migration. Special attention
is paid to the interactions between different levels (local, national, regional,
global); guest speakers are invited to make the link with practice.
A third part of the course addresses the topics of diversity and decolonisation.

Initial competences

No specific prior knowledge is expected.

Final competences

1  To have knowledge of and insight into the basic principles, concepts and
1  theoretical developments of the research domain of law and society.
2  To have insight into the factors that influence and shape the law and to have
1  insight into the impact of the law on society
3  To reflect critically on the relationship between the law and the relevant social,
1  cultural, economic and political factors in society.
4  To reflect critically on the specific themes that were discussed.
5  To be aware of the social role and current responsibility of the lawyer and
1  criminologist within law and society.
6  To reflect critically on the added value and challenges of interdisciplinarity.
7  To adopt a critical-scientific attitude when getting acquainted with (scientific)
1  literature from various disciplines.
8  To independently identify and assess phenomena within law and society, and
1  integrate these into the existing knowledge.
9  To demonstrate cultural sensitivity and respect for diversity.

Conditions for credit contract

Access to this course unit via a credit contract is unrestricted: the student takes into consideration the conditions mentioned
in 'Starting Competences'

Conditions for exam contract

Access to this course unit via an exam contract is unrestricted

Teaching methods

Lecture, Independent work

Extra information on the teaching methods

Various parts of the lectures are given by guest speakers, in order to allow for a
greater diversity of voices and perspectives.
Students prepare (some) lectures by reading a text of preparing a particular
assignment.

Learning materials and price

Reader on Ufora
Powerpoint presentations on Ufora
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Course content-related study coaching

Students have the opportunity to ask questions and receive feedback from the
teachers during and after class. Questions can also be forwarded to the teachers
online via Ufora or via email. Finally, the student can also come by appointment.
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From one week before the exam period until after the exam, no substantive
questions can be asked.

Assessment moments

end-of-term assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the first examination period

Written assessment

Examination methods in case of periodic assessment during the second examination period

Written assessment

Examination methods in case of permanent assessment

Written assessment

Possibilities of retake in case of permanent assessment

not applicable

Extra information on the examination methods

Periodic evaluation: written exam with questions that assess knowledge, insight
and reflection
Two points are awarded based on multiple choice questions.

Calculation of the examination mark

Written exam: 100%; share of multiple choice questions is 10%.

Facilities for Working Students

During the academic year, working students can always contact the lecturer to
obtain more information about the learning material. The assistants are also
available (both by email and by appointment).
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